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Time for Action 
During 2009, nearly 400 people came together at seven 
forums around Alberta to share experiences and 
thoughts about economic poverty. The Edmonton Social 
Planning Council and Public Interest Alberta helped 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ нллу  ά²Ŝ /ŀƴ 5ƻ 
.ŜǘǘŜǊέ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ wŜŘ 5ŜŜǊΣ CƻǊǘ 
McMurray, Grande Prairie, Medicine Hat, Lethbridge, 
Edmonton and Calgary. The latter two  forums also 
benefited from the research and insights of Sherri 
Torjman of the Caledon Institute of Social Policy and 
Mark Cabaj of Tamarack ς an Institute for Community 
Engagement. 

An energetic exchange of  information, anecdotes, and 
strong opinions characterized each forum.  At every 
forum there was a clear sense the continuing reality of  
poverty in the lives of many in the province affects 
everyone negatively, not only those who experience it 
directly. There was strong agreement poverty does not 
need to continue, and that we need to be working for its 
elimination in a dedicated, collaborative, and substantial 
way. Ending poverty is a real possibility. It will not 
happen overnight, but unless we start now with an 
ambitious vision, well-designed plans and specific 
poverty reduction goals, such a future will never arrive. 

This report coincides with the 20th anniversary of the 
House of Commons resolution to end child poverty in 
Canada by the year 2000. Despite this commitment, at 
the height of Alberta's economic boom in 2007, poverty 
remained a reality for more than 59 000 children (one in 
12). Now after years of strong economic performance, 
Alberta is seeing dramatic increases in unemployment 
and the need for income support.  Demands on human 
services community organizations are growing, while 
available resources are shrinking. 

Today there is recognition around the world that we 
need to address poverty more effectively. Innovative 
activity is underway in many countries, and evidence is 
growing of the value of comprehensive approaches to 
poverty reduction. In Canada, six provincial governments 
have now adopted strategies to reduce poverty. Forum 
participants were supportive of the development of our 
own comprehensive initiative to reduce, eliminate, and 
prevent poverty in Alberta. 

 

To move towards establishing a comprehensive 
provincial strategy, this report offers a sample of what 
was heard at the forums about the grim reality of 
poverty in Alberta today and in the context of the 
current recession, what is already happening to address 
this reality, and a creative vision for the future of our 
communities. Poverty is a complex interconnected 
challenge, but people are ready to act now to eliminate 
it and prevent its return.  

There are various technical definitions of poverty. 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǇƻǾŜǊǘȅέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
economic circumstances of people living without 
adequate financial resources for a dignified modest life. 
It is understood that people without money to support a 
decent quality of life have assets in their lives and enjoy 
riches not measured in monetary terms. It is vital to 
eliminate economic poverty, but it is important not  to 
see people only in terms of economic status. Everyone 
has valuable contributions to make and deserves the 
opportunity to do so fully. It is also important to 
recognize that Alberta has, for thousands of years, been 
homeland to people. Today many more live on that land 
and become wealthy, yet the poverty experienced by 
aboriginal peoples (First Nations, Metis and Inuit) is 
more extensive and substantial than for most others in 
Alberta. 

This report is about what is happening in Alberta and 
what should happen.  Too many people are directly and 
negatively affected by poverty, and most other 
Albertans are hurt too by its continued reality. There is a 
clear need for a comprehensive strategy, and the will 
exists in our province to make it happen. 


